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- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
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Status 

1 )|EI Responsive to communication(s) filed on 20 January 2004 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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6) E3 Claim(s) 1-3.5-15.17 and 18 is/are rejected. 

7) £3 Claim(s) 4 and 16 is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/pr election requirement 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) |HI The drawing(s) filed on 20 January 2004 is/are: a)IEI accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 
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3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1 . Claim 14 is objected to because of the following informalities: typographical errors in the 
claim. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections -55 USC §103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-3, 5-15, and 17-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Schneider et al (6,8 1 9,746). 

Consider claims 1 and 10, Schneider et al teach an automated method and system of 
adjusting digital subscriber line (DSL) performance (i.e., classification of service; see abstract), 
the method and system comprising: evaluating performance of a plurality of DSL lines using a 
computer based system; automatically selecting a set of DSL lines from the plurality of DSL 
lines, the set of DSL lines having degraded performance characteristics based on historical 
performance data accessible with respect to the computer based system (col. 4 lines 1-15; col. 8 
lines 12-28; It should be noted that degrading performance may be determined based on 
monitoring or report based on customers trouble reports, see col. 6 lines 63-67); retrieving a 
plurality of line profiles from a profile database (col. 4 lines 1-15; col. 8 lines 12-28); measuring 
a performance parameter for each of the set of DSL lines (col. 7 line 60 - col. 8 line 7; col. 10 
lines 35-42; i.e., performing qualification of lines); moving from the set of DSL lines any DSL 
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lines that have suitable performance based on the measured performance parameter to create a 
revised set of DSL lines with degraded performance (col. 1 7 line 62 - col. 1 8 line 1 3; and 
applying one of the plurality of line profiles to. each of the physical DSL lines identified by the 
revised set of DSL lines (col. 1 1 lines 1-21; level or quality of service read on the profiles). 

It is acknowledged that Schneider et al disclosure is directed to qualifying or classifying 
or certifying DSL services for " new lines " rather than " existing DSL lines " as being claimed. 
However, col. 16 lines 44-46 suggested of providing information related to incompatible DSL 
lines . Therefore, it would have been obvious to modify the process of Schneider to qualifying or 
classifying or certifying existing DSL lines instead of new lines to check the integrity of the in- 
service lines or for quality assurance purposes. 

Consider claim 2, Schneider et al teach the method further comprising storing data 
associated with the set of DSL lines (col. 8 lines 12-26). 

Consider claims 3, 1 1 and 15, col. 12 line 59 - col. 13 lines 30 read on the limitations as 
claimed. 

Consider claims 5 and 17, Schneider et al teach wherein each of the set of DSL lines is 
associated with one of the plurality of line profiles before the step of measuring a performance 
parameter for each of the set of DSL lines (col. 6 line 63 - col. 7 line 19). 

Consider claims 6 and 18, Schneider et al teach wherein at least some of the plurality of 
line profiles associated with the set of DSL lines are the same profiles that are applied to each of 
the physical DSL lines (col. 6 line 63 - col. 7 line 19; col. 1 1 lines 1-21). 
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Consider claim 7, Schneider et al teach wherein application of one of the plurality of line 
profiles to a physical DSL lines fails and where an error message is reported (col. 16 lines 44- 
59). 

Consider claims 8-9 and 14, Col. 6 line 63 - col. 7 line 19 and col. 1 1 lines 1-21 read on 
the claimed limitations. 

Consider claims 12-13, Col. 6 line 63 - col. 7 line 19; col. 8 lines 13-35 read on the 
claimed limitations. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claims 4 and 16 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would 
be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim 
and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

6. Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Mail Stop (explanation, e.g., Amendment or After-final, etc.) 

Commissioner for Patents , 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 
Facsimile responses should be faxed to: 

(571) 273-8300 

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to: 
Customer Service Window 
Randolph Building 
401 Dulany Street 
Alexandria, V A 22314 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Quoc Iran whose telephone number is (571) 272-7511. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M, T, TH and Friday from 8:00 to 6:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Curtis Kuntz, can be reached on (571) 272-7499. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the Technology Center 2600 whose telephone number is (571) 272-2600. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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